
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 28, 2021 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord, 
 

Two weeks ago, I met with the Finance Council to review our parish financial statement. In this letter, I 
want to offer all of you a financial report for our parish for the last fiscal year (July 1, 2019—June 30, 2020) 
and the first half of this fiscal year (July 30, 2020—December 31, 2020). This report is included on the reverse 
of this page. Also included is our budget for this current fiscal year.  

As you will see, Covid-19 has created a particularly difficult financial challenge for our parish in the 
loss of Jazz Fest Parking both last year and this year. In 2019, Jazz Fest Parking, which is our biggest 
fundraising event by far, brought in more than $42,000; and so, it certainly hurts to lose this income. 
Thankfully, we have continued to benefit from the lease of our school building. But, most of all, it is the 
generosity of you, our parishioners that has given us the financial stability that we enjoy. The offerings that you 
make each week in the collection, the monthly donations to our Restoration and Maintenance Fund, and the 
major gifts that we have received keep our parish in good financial position, even in these difficult times.  

As you probably notice, we publish in our bulletin the budget goal for our weekly collection: $7,020.00. 
Unfortunately, we often fall short of that goal. As you’ll see, we are currently about $11,500 below this year’s 
budget for income in our Weekly Offertory Collection. While I know that it is a difficult financial time for 
many in these days of the pandemic, I encourage all members of our parish to prayerfully consider the 
possibility of increasing your weekly gift to help our parish sustain the mission of announcing the Gospel.  

I am pleased to report that the Restoration and Maintenance Endowment that we established with the 
Catholic Community Foundation continues to grow. That endowment stands at nearly $1.5 million dollars. I 
hope that we can continue to grow this endowment through wills and bequests and other large donations.  

We have also closed on the sale of the St. Rose of Lima rectory. That sale allowed us to place funds on 
deposit and is financing much needed repairs around the parish campus. Most recently, the rectory balcony was 
repaired to address major issues of wood rot and termite damage. Very soon, waterproofing of the rectory and 
subsequent interior repairs will be undertaken to maintain this beautiful and historic home, which was donated 
to our church nearly 120 years ago. A small renovation was also completed in Vincent Hall to provide another 
large meeting room, which immediately began to be used by our parish school of religion.  

Finally, with the Finance and Pastoral Councils, we have begun to discuss plans for a restoration project 
for our beautiful church. This project is being planned in anticipation of the 100th anniversary of its dedication 
that we will celebrate at the end of 2025. I have formed a committee to determine the specific needs for 
ensuring that our beautiful church will be a symbol of faith on Bayou St. John for another 100 years.  
 Thank you all for your dedication to our parish family. It continues to be a great honor and joy to serve 
you as pastor. If you have any questions about this financial report or about the vision for our parish, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out to me.  
 
        To Jesus through Mary, 

  
        Fr. Jonathan Hemelt 
        jhemelt@arch-no.org 

Our Lady of the Rosary Catholic Church 
3368 Esplanade Avenue (Church) 

1322 Moss Street (Office and Mail) 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70119 

Phone 504.488-2659    Fax 504.488-6741 
www.olr-nola.org 

Email:  office@olr-nola.org 



Our Lady of the Rosary Parish Financial Report (July 2019-December 2020) 
 

 
INCOME 
Weekly Offertory Collection (Envelopes, Loose, Online) 
Special Collections (Christmas, Easter, Holy Days) 
Restoration & Maintenance Collection 
Votive Candles, Shrines, and Flowers 
Mass Stipends; Baptisms, Funerals, & Weddings  
Donations, Gifts, & Miscellaneous Income 
School and Building Rental 
Fundraisers (Jazz Fest & Endymion Parking, Fish Fry Dinners, etc.) 
TOTAL INCOME     
    
EXPENSES 
Personnel Costs (Salary, Payroll Tax, Benefits for Pastor & Staff) 
Parish Ministries and Religious Education 
Church, Parish Office, & Rectory Expenses 
Fundraisers 
Operations and Maintenance 
Insurance 
Utilities (Electricty, Gas, and Water) 
Archdiocesan Parish Share and Clarion Herald  
TOTAL EXPENSES 
 
NET INCOME (EXPENSE) 
 
Income (Loss) from Interest on Investments

2019-2020 
Report 
$ 298,257 a 
$ 22,332 
$ 53,988 
$ 11,329 
$ 51,781 
$ 20,775 
$ 253,636 
$ 8,209 b 
$ 720,307 
 
 
$ 228,129 
$ 14,874 
$ 54,067 
$ 10,345 c 
$ 80,451 
$ 88,689 
$ 55,283 
$ 166,275 
$ 698,113 
 
$ 22,194 
 
$ (16,714) d 

2020-2021 
Budget 
$ 345,000 
$ 22,000 
$ 50,000 
$ 11,000 
$ 47,500 
$ 2,250 
$ 250,000 
$ 0 
$ 737,750 
 
 
$ 227,000 
$ 17,450 
$ 53,300 
$ 11,200 
$ 90,300 
$ 97,795 
$ 55,000 
$ 195,019 e 
$ 747,064 
 
$ -10,686 
 
N/A

July-Dec. 2020 
Report 
$ 161,075 
$ 10,373 
$ 48,575 
$ 5,015 
$ 21,319 
$ 2,415 
$ 127,500 
$ 0 
$ 376,272 
 
 
$ 107,986 
$ 5,790 
$ 31,011 
$ 0 
$ 50,015 
$ 46,954 
$ 27,521 
$ 97,333 
$ 366,610 
 
$ 9,662 
 
$ 210,637

Capital Income and Expenses for July 2019-June 2021 
- $119,223 – cost of ADA ramp for Vincent Hall and Parish Office, demolition of old apartment, and 

renovation of storage building (completed November, 2019) 
- $660,000 – proceeds from sale of St. Rose of Lima Rectory (sold August, 2020) 
- $175,000 – estimated cost of gravely needed repairs to the 2nd floor porch, waterproofing, and repairs to 

interior water damage for the rectory  
- $26,000 – estimated cost of upgrading school classroom A/C units to heat and cool functioning  
- $19,428 – cost of renovating two back rooms in Vincent Hall to create another large meeting space  
- $12,000 – estimated cost of paving the gravel paths in Mary’s garden to create safer access for parishioners  

                                                        
a Our general weekly collection income was $344,177 in the previous fiscal year, a decrease of more than $45,000 in the last year.  
b 2 out of 3 Fish Fry Dinners were cancelled due to COVID-19. Jazz Fest was also cancelled, eliminating our largest fundraiser. 
c Supplies that were purchased for the 2nd and 3rd fish fry dinners of 2020 were donated to Second Harvest Food Bank. 
d This loss is due to the poor performance of our Catholic Community Foundation endowment in the wake of COVID-19. 
e The increase in the Parish Share contribution to the archdiocese is due to the generous legacy gifts we received in Fiscal Year 2019. 


